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Incredible, thy name is India

Dear Friends,

Two hunded and érty thousandThat is the mmber of hotelsoms equired in India accaling to one
estimde. Against thisthe curent availability is only a palty ninety thousandooms.This in a utshell
is the crux of the tourism story in India.

With the gadual phasing bout of the global gloatgoes without sging tha more and moe touists

— both flom within the countr and fom foreign shoes - will come to India to saur a vay of life tha

is truly incredible, truly Indian. But vihere will they put upWhetre is the infastucture to lue in the big
spendes?Are we in a position to dér even the most basic of amenities®f the mighty Himalgas

to the oceans through rolling plains and scorching deserts — the country is blessed with a cornucopia of
wondes.Add to it a cvilization tha is age old as time and a culaldiversity tha embaces all the hues

of the minbav and the tantalizingx@eience thabedons is enough tot@act toursts ty the hoads.

Yet, the sad paiis tha this unique pduct is neither p&aged well, nor is thee ary conceted efort to

put it on the sheks to gab the geballs.

The long list of ngatives notwithstandinghe arival of foreign toursts hae beenegistering a steagd

growth rate since 2002 and in 2008 it stodada87 million.The fact thathese 5.37 million people spent

a whooping Rs. 50,730 ares gves an indicaon of the kind of potential thahe sgment hasAdd to

this the domestic tourists at almost hundred times more the number of foreigners, which alone is more
than the total poputeon of mary a decent sd county. The contibution of toursm to the couny's

GDP and total jobs &as 5.92% and 9.24% dng 2007-08Total rumber of touism jobs in the coungr

tha year was a antastic 49.8 million.

| can g on lanting out theifures. Havever, to cut a long stgrshot it will suffice to sg tha we nust
accod the highest pority to this sector and a longaivn out plan ér creaing quality infastucture is
a nmust. The sgment is not oyl cgpable of datracting the moolahyut also ceae a plethaa of jobs .
Jobs aound the couny; acioss the &rious economic sta. The key will be to look &tourism in a nev

light — as adcilitator of economic deelopmentTo look & tourists, not meely as tavelers, but as the
harbingers of piospeity.

Happy Reading
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